
   

 

 What Makes a Maker?   
By Cora Williams, Silverwood Arts Educator 

 

What makes a Maker? As someone who makes things, I have been ponder-

ing this question recently. It seems to me that taking creative action to pro-

duce something, whether it’s knitting a shawl, filling a coloring page with 

crayon, or even making up a song as you walk through the park, is all a pro-

cess of making. Providing ourselves with the space to explore our creative 

interests and learning from the process is an integral part of being fulfilled as 

a person. As we approach a new project we may feel that we are not meant 

to “make” that thing. There are expectations that we often put on ourselves 

based off of our perception of what it takes to be a “Maker”, but we are all 

welcome to create and explore whenever and with whatever materials we 

can, sometimes going back to materials found in nature.  This may involve 

approaching a material or a method that is new to us, but as a friend told me 

recently, the best way to learn something new is to just start somewhere 

and learn as you go. 

 

This curiosity and interest in learning how to make things from scratch is 

something that has started happening more and more in our world. Whether 

the particular motivation is for more sustainable living, creative expression, 

or personal sense of accomplishment, people all over are looking to different 

craft and art making forms to ground ourselves throughout the challenges 

that life may throw our way. This sense of grounding makes sense; creating 

things with our own time and space and skill involves problem-solving and 

discovery. We are more fully in the moment when we are making, more 

aware of the material components and how we are interacting with them. 

This connection seems to foster a sense of fulfillment for ourselves and im-

bue a sort of life into the objects that we are creating.  

 

At Silverwood, we have recently started a monthly event called the Maker’s 

Circle. On the first Wednesday of each month, we invite anyone to join us for 

an evening in the park and to bring something to make. These evenings have 

been a way to wind down mid-week and join in a community space to chat, 

or just enjoy the focused creativity happening all around. There has been 

knitting, weaving, painting, fly-fishing tackle making, wood carving, paper-

macheing, sketching and even Xcel spreadsheet curation. Creating anything 

makes you a Maker, and Silverwood welcomes your creativity in any form. 
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Program Assistant Opportunities 
 
Let’s Get Started 
Sunday, December 13 

1PM-3PM 

 

Volunteer Roles:   

 

Art Assistants (2-4 Volunteers).  Assist families and 

children with making art and learning about nature.  In 

December, we will be making candles out of acorns.  

This program will take place completely outdoors and is 

best for folks who enjoy enthusiastically explaining in-

structions and are comfortable standing for most of the 

program.    

 
Make and Mingle 
Friday, December 18 

6PM-8PM 

 

Volunteer Roles:   

 

Program Assistants (3 Volunteers. Must be 21+). 

Have fun with this 21+ art and nature event. Help par-

ticipants use kicksleds on a frozen lake (weather de-

pendent), help an artist teaching art-making, and main-

tain a candle-lit trail.  Best for those who enjoy working 

with adults and like to chat.  

 
Let’s Get Started 
Sunday, January 10 

1PM-3PM 

 

Volunteer Roles:   

 

Art Assistants (2-4 Volunteers).  Assist families and 

children with making art and learning about nature.  In 

January, we will be making ice lanterns and experiment-

ing with melting ice to make art.  This program will take 

place completely outdoors and is best for folks who en-

joy enthusiastically explaining instructions and are com-

fortable standing for most of the program.    

 
Fire and Ice Circus 
Saturday, February 6 

11AM-4PM (timeframe is tentative and may shift) 

 

Volunteer Roles:   

 

Program Assistants.  Celebrate the middle of winter with 

activities that use fire and ice.  Assist participants with 

winter recreation activities, art-making, or getting to 

know the wide array of activities available throughout 

the day.  Best for those who enjoy crowds, enjoy chat-

ting, and love the winter.   

 
 

 Volunteer Opportunities 

 
Let’s Get Started 
Sunday, February 14 

1PM-3PM 

 

Volunteer Roles:   

 

Art Assistants (2-4 Volunteers).  Assist families and 

children with making art and learning about nature.  

This program will take place completely outdoors and is 

best for folks who enjoy enthusiastically explaining in-

structions and are comfortable standing for most of the 

program.    

 

 
Community Science Projects 
 

In addition to Silverwood’s events, we are continuing to 

expand our monitoring, community science, and data 

collection opportunities.  These opportunities require a 

consistent commitment of at least once a week.   

 

Silverwood eBird Surveys.  Silverwood is looking to 

expand our understanding of what species of birds are 

onsite throughout the year.  In order to create a more 

comprehensive list of birds, we are looking for volun-

teers who will use Silverwood’s eBird account to create 

birding checklists.  This can be a great way for a birder 

to hone their skills on their own with occasional check-

ins from our naturalist staff.  You also have the oppor-

tunity to jump into one of our more structured monitor-

ing projects once the project re-sets.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To volunteer for any of these opportunities, 

please call or email Seth Eberle at 

seth.eberle@threeriversparks.org or 612-508-

6217.  He will connect you with the staff person 

leading the program or project.   
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Make It Corner 

 
By Christa von Wald,  
 
Silverwood Arts Educator 


